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This received
special appli-
cations to
language,
arithmetic,
drawing,
writing,
geometry,
geography,
and other
subjects of
the curricu-
lum.

The application of this method of natural development
by means of analysis, observation, and expression to the
various studies constituted the most far-reaching work
of Pestalozzi. The special applications of this general
method that were worked out by him and his followers
in the most common subjects of the curriculum have been
described in detail in the account of his work at Stanz,
Burgdorf, and Yverdun. Language was taught, not by
abstract rules, but by conversation concerning objects.
As thinking is thus made to precede language, speaking
is held to precede grammar, reading, spelling, and com-
position. The language training began with single
elements or sounds, learned through the 'syllabaries';
from these words were built up; and from words, sen-
tences. As sounds were the elements in language,
numbers were the basis of arithmetic. Here again ob-
servation was used, and numbers and their relations were
taught the pupil through objects. For this purpose the
various tables of units, fractions, and compound fractions
were devised. Similarly, from the rudiments of form were
taught drawing, writing, and constructive and theoret-
ical geometry. For the study of geography, nature,
and history, elements were found in the locality that
could be combined until the whole world and all the
relations of man were worked out. Music was re-
duced to its simplest elements and progressively de-
veloped, and moral and religious training was given